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Expatriate short-story writer and political activist, Nasim Khaksar
was born and raised in Abadan. He graduated from the Institute of
Higher Education in Tehran with a degree in teacher education and
began literary activity with the publication of short stories from the
late 1960s.

His collection called Man midânam bacheh’hâ dust dârand bahâr
biyâyad (I know children want spring to come) appeared in 1974. But
because Khaksar was imprisoned from the early 1970s until early
1978, his writing from this period did not get published until the
end of the 1970s; examples of such works are Agar âdamhâ hamdigar
râ dust bedârand (If people would love one another, 1978), Giyâhak
(The embryo, 1979), and Rowshanfekr-e kuchek (The little intellectu-
al, 1981). Four of Khaksar’s stories appeared in Ketâb-e jom’eh (1979–
80) and two in Nâmeh-ye kânun-e nevisandegân-e Irân (1979–80),
while his collection of three connected stories called Gâmhâ-ye
paymudan (Measured steps) appeared in 1982. 

Khaksar fled Iran for Europe in the early 1980s after being
imprisoned by the Islamic Republic. Consequently, from the mid-
1980s on, Khaksar’s stories have been published outside of Iran:
Qesseh-ye kucheh-ye biqavâreh va chahâr pir-e zan (The tale of the
crooked alley and the four old women, 1988), Baqqâl-e Kharzavil:
majmu’eh-ye dâstânhâ-ye tab’id (The grocer: a collection of stories of
exile, 1989), and Morâ’i kafer ast (Mora’i is an infidel, 1989). Akherin
nâmeh; va, Bâyad haqiqat râ be-mardum guft: dunamâyeshnâmeh
(1990), Qafas-e tuti-e Jahân Khânum (1991), Badnomâhâ va shallâqhâ
(1996), Ahuvân dar barf: dâstânhâ-ye tab’id (1996), Mâ va jah_n-e
tab’id: majmu’eh-i maqâleh, mos_hebah, naqd va goftogu (1999),
Mâhi’hâ-ye sardin: va, namâyesh’nâmeh’hâ-ye digar (2000), Râsteh-e
Arizunâ: majmu’ah-e dâstân’hâ-ye tab’id (2001). In addition to fiction,
Khaksar also wrote a book about his travels in Tajikistan, Safar-e
Tâjekestân (1994).

In the late 1980s Khaksar served on the board of directors of the
European-based Association of Iranian Writers in Exile. He also
contributed articles to the London-based journal Fasl-e ketâb in the
late 1980s and early 1990s.




